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Revision & Post 16 
Information Evening



Mock Exams and 
Assessment Windows 



Why we do them

• Teachers need accurate information on student’s 
current progress 

• Identify gaps in learning

• Inform the next steps for the teacher and 
students



Why we do them

•Help students to experience what “real GCSE 
exams” are like

•Used to identify the correct tier

• The Estimated grades will be shared 
with colleges when students apply – this is the 
first impression potential post-16 places



What the assessments are 
like

•GCSE level questions using past 
papers/questions from previous year

•GCSE mark schemes will be used by your 
teachers

•GCSE grade boundaries used to determine 
your grade

• An accurate indicator of likely outcomes in 
GCSE’s



JCQ – Exam Regulations 



Preparation

• Students need to be as prepared as possible for the 
mocks

• Revision is vital

• Sit practice papers so they know what to expect – in 
exam conditions 

• Practice in time conditions 





Getting the most 
out of revision 

Mrs Rudd



Getting started

Procrastination- The action of delaying or postponing something.

A big barrier to revision, a feeling that the amount to cover is 
overwhelming. “Where do I start?” (Number of subjects covered)

Once a start is made students begin to feel better, stress levels 
lower and momentum can build.

It is important to have a realistic plan, making it manageable and 
achievable. 

Small, but important, gains over a long period of time.

Understanding your student- Hard to motivate? Working too hard? 
Needs help with organising time? Needs encouragement?



The Forgetting Curve and 
Spaced Practice 

• This involves learning a 
little information 
regularly, rather than 
trying to learn a lot in a 
single day.

• Spacing out revision gives 
enough time to forget 
previously learnt 
information, meaning that 
when this information is re-
visited and re-learnt it is 
more likely to be 
transferred to long-term 
memory.
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8pm

Creating a revision timetable 



Building in revision slots 

Best advice for making the revision time actually happen:

✓ Keep revision slots short – 30minutes

✓ Build in short breaks between each slot- 5minutes 

✓ Mix up subjects/topics – e.g. 30mins biology followed by 30   
minutes geography

✓ Don’t try and do hours at a time, be realistic 

✓ The amount of revision you do for each subject can vary. Spend 
more time on subjects you are underperforming in 

✓ Don’t revise subjects/topics which are easy 



Other advice

• Ensure you have a quiet and suitable place to work

• Have all the equipment you need. Ask your teachers if 
you need any resources 

• Remove distractions, phones, Xbox, TV, siblings, the 
internet

• Share your revision timetable with others in your 
house. That way you won’t be disturbed if it’s a revision 
slot 

• Get family to support you with revision 



Revision Strategies 



Strategies which don’t work

• Highlighting notes

• Re-reading work

• Creating a revision poster

• Re-writing work 



What method should I choose? 

•  Different methods will work for different people

•  Different methods will work for different subjects

•  You won’t know until you try



First step: Think about WHAT 
you need to revise!

Use the following to identify gaps in your 
learning:

➢ Knowledge organisers

➢ Revision guide topic lists

➢ Past papers

➢ Lists from your teacher
For each subject create a priority list. 

RAG (Red , Amber, Green) rate each topic. 
The ones which you identify as RED are your 
priority. Start your revision with these. 



Flash cards / Revision cards 

1. Write a question on one side of the card

2. On the reverse, write the answer. Make the 
points simple, focus on key words 

3. Get someone to test you 



Self-quizzing

Thinking Checking Correcting



Brain dump! 

1. On a piece of paper, write down everything you can remember about 
one topic. E.g. photosynthesis. 60 seconds only 

2. Put the paper to one side

3. Spend 15 minutes using books, revision guides revising that topic. 
(READ, COVER, WRITE, CHECK)

4. Close your books, add all your new learning onto your original piece 
of paper in a different colour pen 

PROGRESS AND SUCCESS IS VISIBLE!





Post-it notes

• Write small pieces of information on each one

• It works well with key word definitions or facts

• Stick them around your house

• Every time you pass one, repeat the information out 
loud to yourself 



Past exam questions

Not original… but it works!

Useful for:

• Command words

• Timings

• Style of question 

Repetition





Curriculum 
Information 



Science 

Combined Science & Triple Science

Mr Ward



Combined: 2 GCSEs Dual Grade
Average of all 6 papers

• Each paper worth 70 marks

• Each paper 1hr 15 mins

• All papers are weighted the same, so it’s imperative to 
keep pushing through all 6 papers



Triple: 1 GCSE per Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. 6 papers, 

1hr 45 each, 100 marks each

• Biology Grade: 50% Paper 1 50% Paper 2

• Chemistry Grade: 50% Paper 1 50% Paper 2

• Physics Grade: 50% Paper 1 50% Paper 2



Tier of Entry (Combined and 
Triple Science)

• Higher: 4-9

• Foundation: 1-5





How students' knowledge is 
examined 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: 
scientific ideas; scientific techniques and procedures – 
40%

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific 
ideas; scientific enquiry, techniques and procedures – 
40%

• AO3: Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and 
evaluate; make judgments and draw conclusions; 
develop and improve experimental procedures – 20%



Huge amounts of content: 
Prioritise

Students need to prioritise their revision topics based on:

• Teacher feedback

• RAG grids from post mock analysis
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Topic

Max 

Marks Marks RAG

Q1 Atomic structure 12 4

Q2 Electricity 8 6

Q3 Plant Transport systems 12 0

Q4 Covalent Bonding 8 1

Q5 Digestive system 8 3

Q6 Energy 8 1

P

P

P

P

PDigestive system

Energy 

Digestive system

Energy 

Electricity

Plant Transport systems

Covalent Bonding

EBI: To progress, your next steps must be to…

Atomic structure

Electricity

Plant Transport systems

Covalent Bonding

WWW: You have shown that you are able to…

Atomic structure



What can you do to support?

Encourage your child to:
• Complete homework – the focus is revision
• Complete exam questions/past papers at home – supports with AO2 

and AO3 (60% of the papers) 
• Past papers are available from teachers and online through the AQA 

website 

• Additional revision materials:

o BBC Bitesize
o YouTube channels: primrose kitten, fuse school, free science guy 

etc
o Revision Guides
o Knowledge organiser and retrievers (can be purchased from TCA)



Supporting your child in English

Director of English

Emma McInerney

emma.mcinerney@sharemat.co.uk

mailto:emma.mcinerney@sharemat.co.uk


Your child’s GCSE in English

English Language

Grade 1-9

English Literature

Grade 1-9

Spoken language 

qualification 

Pass/Merit/Distinction

(in class assessment)

There are no tiers of entry for English. 

Every student sits the same paper.



English Language: 100% exam 



English Language: 100% exam 

Paper 2: Non-fiction paper (2 
hours)

Section A (1 hour):

Read two examples of non-fiction and 
answer 6 questions.

Section B (1 hour):

Write two transactional writing tasks. This 
could be: article, letter, speech, guide 
review or report. 

Paper 1: Fiction paper (1 hour 45 

minutes)

Section A (1 hour):

Read an extract of fiction and answer 5 

questions.

Section B (45 minutes):

Choose one of 4 titles and write a 

narrative.



How to revise for English Language
Revision strategy Benefits

Read fiction and short stories Students can improve their literacy levels.

Students will be exposed to a wide range of vocabulary

Students will gain inspiration for their own writing

Read non-fiction and news articles Students can improve their literacy levels.

Students will be exposed to a wide range of vocabulary

Students will gain an insight into the world around them, 

which helps them with ideas.

Practise writing narratives in timed conditions Students can perfect a few storylines.

Students will get used to writing an extended piece of writing 

in a short time.

Practice papers Students can practise timings

Please DON’T look at AQA English Language papers. They are 

very different to EDUQAS!



English Literature: 100% exam 



English Literature: 100% exam 

Paper 2 (2 hours 15 minutes)

Section A:

An Inspector Calls

J.B Priestley

Section B:

Power and conflict poetry

Section C:

Unseen poetry

Paper 1 (1 hour 45 minutes)

Section A:

A Christmas Carol

Charles Dickens

Section B:

Macbeth

William Shakespeare



How to revise for English Literature
Revision strategy Benefits

Re-reading the texts so they know the stories 

really well

Knowing the text really well helps students write better 

responses.

Use SNAP revision guides Students will have access to SNAP revision guides in 

school.

Students can use the quiz questions and key quotes to 

revise.

Planning practice questions Students can access a wide range of practice papers from 

their English teacher, or from the internet (AQA)

Planning them thoroughly helps students prepare for any 

potential question and helps them cover a wide range of 

themes and characters.

Writing responses Students can use their plans to write their answers, 

making sure they hit all the Assessment Objectives.



Weekly Writes

Every Wednesday, students complete a Weekly Write in lesson. This is to build their 
exam readiness and resilience and is always an exam question.

We expect their full effort in these lessons.

In some cases, the Weekly Write will be at random. Sometimes, they will be given the 
task the week before and will be expected to plan/research the question. This builds 
good revision habits. 

They have already started, and student voice is really positive. 



SNAP REVISION GUIDES

We recommend these revision guides for English 

Literature.

We do have some in school for use in lessons and for 

homework.



Maths

Miss Bullas



Exam Question 

£54 inheritance money is split between Abi, Babs and Caz in the ratio 1:3:2.

Abi gives 80% of her money to charity.

Babs gives 0.25 of her money to the same charity.

Caz also gives 
2

9
 of her money to the charity? 

a) How much money in total do the girls donate to a charity? 

b) Express the amount of money they give to charity as a percentage of the inherited amount 
to 1 decimal place



Maths Anxiety
• Causes a person to feel worried or panicked when 

solving maths problems.

• “I can’t do it”

• How we speak about Maths has a massive impact 
on student

• Positive resilience is what we are trying to teach 
students in school 



How can you help
• Encouragement and show an interest! 

• Help your children create an exam timetable and 
help them to hold themselves accountable. 

• Little and often
• The more work students put in now the less stressful 

they will find the pressure in the run up to the exams!



Best Methods to 
revise



Past Papers
• Practice makes perfect

• Students become familiar with the style of 
question

• Try completing the full paper on your own

• Change colour pen and see if worked 
answers/video can give you the first step 

• Mark full paper properly

Useful websites for past 
papers/exam questions

MathsGenie

SaveMyExams

HannahKettleMaths – Tiktok Lives 



Sparx
• New homework website

• Students should all have their log in and are being 
set homework once a week (1 hour long)



Needs to be student 
log in (not teacher)

Use their school account 
to log in

e.g. T24-hbullas@sharemat.co.uk 

Password: school password

mailto:T24-hbullas@sharemat.co.uk
mailto:T24-hbullas@sharemat.co.uk
mailto:T24-hbullas@sharemat.co.uk














Question Level Analysis – after 
mocks



Other Useful Websites and 
activities
• CorbettMaths - 

https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
5 questions for each day 
at different ability levels

Extra worksheets and 
videos for each topic



Other Useful Websites and 
activities
• Goteachmaths - 

https://www.goteachmaths.co.uk/
Free revision resources 
and it is categorised by 

ability



£54 inheritance money is split between Abi, Babs and Caz in the ratio 1:3:2.

Abi gives 80% of her money to charity.

Babs gives 0.25 of her money to the same charity.

Caz also gives 
2

9
 of her money to the charity? 

a) How much money in total do the girls donate to a charity? 

b) Express the amount of money they give to charity as a percentage of the 
inherited amount to 1 decimal place



What next…

• Regular revision needs to start now

• P6 sessions are on each week- letter sent home weekly 

• Mock exams at the start of December

• College applications next half term 

• Keep the lines of communication open 
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