Study Skills: Scanning and Skimming a text
Sometimes you need to be able to read a text very quickly, perhaps to find a
specific piece of information.
This is called Scanning. When you want to find a specific piece of information
quickly. Glance quickly down the text for key words. Run a finger down the
middle of the page as you read to focus your eyes and keep them moving.
On the next slide there are many words – your task is to SCAN these words
and find and list 5 things that a person could wear. Sounds easy….

Scanning for answers in a text is a great skill to develop!

Now you are going to try the same thing with a text
What is stands out about what the man is
wearing?
 Pink fluffy socks
 A dressing gown
 Sunglasses and a cowboy hat
What evidence shows us that Stanley has not
had a drink for a long time?
 He notices a sack full of “sunflower seeds”
 The can of cream soda makes him “even more
aware of his own thirst”
 The man in the cowboy hat “quit smoking last
month”

Did you use the clues in the question to scan for the answer?
What is stands out about what the man is
wearing?
 Pink fluffy socks
 A dressing gown
 Sunglasses and a cowboy hat
What evidence shows us that Stanley has not
had a drink for a long time?
 He notices a sack full of “sunflower seeds”
 The can of cream soda makes him “even more
aware of his own thirst”
 The man in the cowboy hat “quit smoking last
month”

Skimming is another type of fast reading. You might use
skimming to look through a text quickly to get the an
overview of what the text is about. So, if you want to know
what’s going on in the news, you might skim through a
newspaper or a news website. You wouldn’t have much
detail but you would find out the main points.

Study Skills: Scanning and Skimming a Text

Sometimes you will have to read a text in
detail, but these skills will help you to locate
important points and get an overview of a
text.
REMEMBER
• Use clues in the questions to help you scan for answers
• Skim a text through to get an overview of the main points.

